DEMOCRACY  WITHIN  DEMOCRACY
ideal is no more irrelevant to the practice of an actual
democracy than the unattainable ideal of the Christian
life is to concrete living. The Christian knows he must
fail to attain the ideal, yet he tries to attain it; and
indeed, the more advised his conviction that it is un-
attainable, the more serious and sustained will be his
effort to attain it. Just as within the visible Christian
Church there are innumerable degrees of sincerity of
profession, culminating in a nucleus whose effort to
follow the Master is unremitting, so within an actual
democracy there must be a central democratic nucleus
which 'knows what it fights for and loves what it
knows'. This democracy within democracy' is the
leaven in the lump. To it falls the duty of being the
main instrument of democratic education.
Of the organs, actually existing, which could be
used for democratic education in this sense, and thus
potentially compose cthe democracy within demo-
cracy', a national Church is indubitably the chief. To
perform this task of education, in the condition of
existing mass-democracy, is the one adequate return
for the endowment of the Church by the national
society. All churchmen might agree, in the abstract,
that the function of the Church was national in the
sense that the Church was the spiritual consciousness
of the nation; and over a century ago Coleridge, and
his disciple Dr. Arnold, pointed out the abiding
significance of the fact that the King of England was
the head of the English Church. But the abiding
significance of these truths has to be translated into
the different conditions of to-day. Just as Coleridge
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